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[No. 20] 


REPORT OF THE MARITIME ADMINISTRATOR OF THE DEPART- 
MENT OF COMMERCE TO THE CONGRESS ON THE ACTIVITIES 
AND TRANSACTIONS OF THE ADMINISTRATOR UNDER THE 
MERCHANT SHIP SALES ACT OF 1946, AS AMENDED, APRIL 1, 
1952, THROUGH JUNE 30, 1952 


THe SECRETARY OF COMMERCE, 
Washington 25, August 15, 1952. 
Hon. Epwarp J. Hart, 
Chairman, Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries, 
House of Representatives. 


Dear Mr. Hart: I have the honor to present herewith the quar- 
terly report of the Maritime Administration of this Department on 
the activities and transactions of the Administration under the 
Merchant Ship Sales Act of 1946, from April 1, 1952, through June 
30, 1952, in accordance with section 13 of that act. 

Sincerely yours, 
CHARLES SAWYER, 
Secretary of Commerce. 


Report OF THE MARITIME ADMINISTRATION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
CoMMERCE TO THE CONGRESS ON THE ACTIVITIES AND TRANSACTIONS 
OF THE ADMINISTRATION UNDER THE MERCHANT SHIP SALES Act 
oF 1946, as AMENDED Aprit 1, 1952, THroucu Junk 30, 1952 


RESUME 


Sales authority under the Merchant Ship Sales Act of 1946 expired 
on January 15, 1951. At that time a total of 1,956 war-built vessels 
had been sold; 843 to United States-flag operators and 1,113 to 
foreign-flag operators. Provisions of the act relating to the main- 
tenance of the national defense reserve fleet and the chartering of 
Government-owned vessels authorized in the public interest are still 
in effect. 

Under this authority, there were 72 vessels under charter on June 
30, 1952, a decrease of 59 from the number under charter at the end 
of the previous quarter. An additional 19 vessels were chartered 
under other authorities of law, a number unchanged from the previous 
quarter. Vessels in the reserve fleet totaled 1,853, an increase of 404 
from the number in reserve at the beginning of the quarter. The 
majority of vessels returned to reserve had been operating under 
general agency agreements for use in military and foreign-aid 
programs. 
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VESSEL CHARTERS 


On June 30, 1952, there were 91 vessels under bare-boat charter 
under all authorities of law, a decrease of 59 from the total number 
under charter, or allocated for charter, as of March 31, 1952. Of the 
June 30 total, 72 were war-built dry-cargo vessels chartered under the 
provisions of the Merchant Ship Sales Act of 1946, as amended; 5 
under the Merchant Marine Act of 1936 (the 3 pre-war-built passenger 
vessels, Argentina, Brazil, and Uruguay, the post-war-built cargo 
vessel Schuyler Otis Bland, and the Amazon, a Great Lakes ore carrier) ; 
6 under Public Law 101 of the Seventy-seventh Congress (5 Great 
Lakes vessels and 1 ferry); and 8 under the Philippine Rehabilitation 
Act (Public Law 370, 79th Cong.). Further details are given in 
appendix A. 

Vessel charter totals at the close of the quarter ending June 30, 
1952, by services in which employéd, compared with corresponding 
totals on March 31, 1952, are as follows: 








waite 
| June 30, 1952 |Mar. 31, 1952 
Ship Sales Act, 1946: 
Odteore tends Comes COR WIN aod dk < Sdn ch se et Rs None None 
Offshore trades (liner services, including passenger vessels) - .. .__. he ae 36 42 
Offshore trade (Alaskan service) --- -- babies ehh jc cheba edtoe eke 14 13 
Offshore trades (MST'S).._........-.-- SvnGcncdkbing Sacudinseeaedeicaetein 6 60 
Coastwise and intercoastal trades__--_- 16 16 
| a 
72 | 131 
: ———— ——— ———————————— 
Other authorities of law: 
Offshore trades (liner services, including prewar-built passenger vessels) -! + 4 
Great Lakes service (prewar-built)................--..--.--2...2..2-22.| 6 6 
Ferry service (prewar-built) ....._...... ss lait te Sal at a ea a oe i 1 i 
Philippine interislands service (Philippine Rehabilitation Act) ._..._..- 8 s 
19 | 19 
SaaS) oO OOo 
TONE: tis: od tcinenmipondaseatudicspewdasdbbesbundicincdas uialeaeis dese ial 91 150 


RESERVE FLEETS 


During the quarter ended June 30, 1952, the need for ships by the 
National Shipping Authority further declined, and 410 ships were 
delivered into the 8 reserve fleets; only 6 vessels were removed, of 
which 1 was sold for scrap and 5 delivered to Navy custody. There 
were 1,853 ships moored in the fleets at the close of the quarter in 
contrast to 1,449 ships at the close of the previous quarter. 

The program for basic preservation of ships in the reserve fleets was 
84 percent complete, as compared to 95 percent at the end of the 
previous quarter. The decline in completion was due to the addition 
to the workload of work quotas for the 410 ships returned to the 
fleets from operation. The workload of recurring preservation for 
the year had been reduced by 30 percent at the end of the period. 

The installation of cathodic protection for bottoms of ships was 
further deferred, pending clarification of the need for ships during the 
current emergency. 

The following tabulation shows the number of ships by fleet location 
as of March 31, 1952, and June 30, 1952; also the number of vessel 
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movements, excluding intrafleet shifts, that occurred during the 
quarter. 



















Fleet a | In Out a 

Hudson River, N. Y.--.---..------ , 7 84 0 131 
James River, Va._....-..- pu = abe a 239 69 4 354 
Wilmington, N.C 262 62 0 324 
I 239 53 0 292 
Beaumont, I ieee ee ears aie 127 54 0 181 
Suisun Bay, RE ict iincngaote : pad 282 41 2 321 
AGbet, Geet... 555265555 252-=-. ; 155 | 17 0 | 172 
Olympia, Wash------__--- JERSE ae * i 48 30 | 0 78 

I ale die | L 449 | “410 | 6 1, 853 


The availability for reactivation of ships remaining in the reserve 
fleets is shown in appendix B. 


MORTGAGE SALES TO NONCITIZENS 


The status of sales to foreign countries is shown in appendix C. 
During the quarter an additional $4,459,640 in principal and $1,622 
780.52 in interest was collected. The total of outstanding mortgage 
obligations on June 30, 1952, was $144,136,471.81. 

During the quarter it was informally brought to the attention of two 
foreign governments that their nationals were not current in their 
mortgage obligations to the United States. The governments in 
question are guarantors to the Maritime Administration of the debts 
of their nationals. In each case the account was partially liquidated. 


ADJUSTMENT FOR PRIOR SALES TO CITIZENS 


Of the net total of 191 vessels for which applications have been filed 
for adjustments for prior sales to citizens under section 9 of the Mer- 
chant Ship Sales Act of 1946, adjustments had been approved for 179 
vessels and agreements had been executed for 172 as of the end of the 
period. Agreements covering 12 vessels were executed during the 
quarter. ‘The remaining 12 ‘vessels for which adjustments had not 
been approved were being processed. 
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APPENDIX A.—Tabulation of vessels operated by charterers and/or agents of the 
Maritime Administration excluding tankers as of June 30, 1952 


{Includes information received through July 3, 1952] 








Company | Type 
Vessels allocated but not delivered: None. 
Vessels withdrawn from charter but not yet re- | 
delivered 
Elmira Victory ...| American Export Lines. -- AP-3 
Cape Romaine. . -....| Mississippi Shipping Co-_. } Cl-B 
Ocala Victory American Hawaiian Steamship Co | AP-2 
Bartlesville Victory ......| American Export Lines. - ; AP-2 
New Rochelle Victory | Lykes Bros. Steamship Co AP-2 
Selma Victory ..| Pacific Far East Line. AP-3 
Citidal Victory ..| Mississippi Shipping Co. -__.__. | AP-2 
Bessemer Victory ..| South Atlantic Steamship Co- AP-2 
Bucyrus Victory Pacific Far East Line AP-2 
Barre Victory Lykes Bros, Steamship Co AP-2 
Drake Victory do ; AP-2 
Cuba Victory. American President Lines__-- AP-3 
™ | Previous | Current 
Remarks report | report 
Number of active approved charterers 24 | 22 
Number of chartered vessels operating 98 | 91 
Vessels allocated but not delivered 
Total number of vessels chartered 98 | 91 
Vessels withdrawn but not redelivered y 12 
Number of vessels under GAA (inactive 39 i! 
Number of vessels under GAA (active) 179 172 
Total number of vessels under GAA 218 | 183 


U.S. Department of Commerce, Maritime Administration, Office of Subsidy and Government Aid, 
Division of Ship Statistics, July 7, 1952 


ApPpENDIxX B.—Summary of reserve fleet ships indicating general availability for 
reactivation 


Ships Ships 
ae z | available 
requiring for service 
Totals sher re- | Ships au- : 
1 otals in higher re hips au Cvenens | at ucemal 
reserve pair and thorized ee hiee 
; } , ships reactiva- 
fleet reactiva- | for sale tins ond 
tion repair 
expense expense 
Commercial types 
Liberty shjps 1, 384 80 1, 304 
Others 215 27 '] 5 182 
Total commercial types 1, 599 107 1 5 1, 486 
Noncommercial types | ; 
Ex-naval and military auxiliaries 204 25 17 162 
V4 tugs__- 46 46 
Miscellaneous (cable ship, Coast 
Guard lightship, etc.) 4 2 2 
‘Total noncommercial types 254 25 19 210 
Grand total 1, 853 132 1 24 1, 696 


1 


1 ©4-S-B5 Marine Star, sold Great Lakes operations. 
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